Hedgehog Mission
This mission is about creating evidence of local wildlife especially Hedgehogs. The aim is to
learn all about them and how you can make small changes that will make a huge diﬀerence.
These 5 Challenges look at : Identification, Rubbish, Habitat, Food and Nests .
This mission has been written by Kyra and Sophie the founders of Hedgehog friendly town.
We are award winning young girls that started helping hedgehogs when we were just 9 years
old. We became the youngest people to ever set up a hedgehog rescue centre registered
with the BHPS. Here we rehabilitate them until they are ready to be released back to the wild.
We have delivered many talks, presentations and awareness days to both small and large
audiences .This is where we learnt that to help more hedgehogs we need to raise more
awareness. Our popular social media accounts not only show people some of the
hedgehogs in our care but also how you can help.
We have been lucky enough to be shown on TV, Radio and have had articles written about
us.We have even had some pretty special people support us including Jane Goodall, David
Attenborough and Noel Fitzpatrick ( super vet ).
We hope you enjoy completing this mission and can’t wait to see your work knowing how
much you will be helping change the fait of these pretty spectacular creatures.
We are evidence that the younger generation do care about the environment and are willing
to learn and help make our world a better place.
Thank you for taking the time to complete this. It can be done over a number of days or just
one depending on how in-depth you want to go.
How about making a display board showing all the challenges and show us what you have
learned?
From
Kyra and Sophie

We would love to see some of your work please #Hedgehogmission & tag us in
the accounts below
🦔 face book https://www.facebook.com/hedgehogfriendlytown/
🦔 Twitter Hedgehogfriendlytown (@Hedgehogfriend3): https://twitter.com/Hedgehogfriend3?s=09
🦔 Instagram @hedgehogfriendlytown. https://instagram.com/download/?r=2934631672

Please sign up to the Roots and Shoots site and upload evidence of your work to them
https://www.rootsnshoots.org.uk/you may even win one of Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots
Awards that recognise achievements in helping people, animals and the environment.

Hedgehog Mission
Hedgehog Challenge Activity 1- Identification
What is Biodiversity and how does the hedgehog fit into this.
Identification - What wildlife is in the area?
This activity is part of the hedgehog activities of which there are 5.
This mission is to encourage you to take care of animals (specifically the hedgehog),
people and the environment.
At this time the Hedgehog population is decreasing at a phenomenal rate and they
need help. Let's make a diﬀerence together.
The term biodiversity means the variety of plant and animal life in the world or
in a particular habitat. A high level of biodiversity is usually considered to be
important and desirable.
Step One - What does Biodiversity mean?
Build a biodiversity tower using blocks.
Take a look at the one we have made

Step Two - Identification - What wildlife is in your area? Use either/or a footprint
tunnel, trail camera, track and sign sheet and animal droppings sheet to gather
evidence of wildlife. Use the links and sheets below to help you.
See resources below on how to make your own footprint tunnel Or buy one for your
school to keep.
Step Three - Present your findings in an eye-catching way using photos, charts,
pictures etc.
We would love to see some of your work please #Hedgehogmission & tag us
🦔 face book https://www.facebook.com/hedgehogfriendlytown/
🦔 Twitter Hedgehogfriendlytown (@Hedgehogfriend3): https://twitter.com/Hedgehogfriend3?s=09
🦔 Instagram @hedgehogfriendlytown. https://instagram.com/download/?r=2934631672

Please sign up to the Roots and Shoots site and upload evidence of your work to them
https://www.rootsnshoots.org.uk/you may even win one of Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots Awards
that recognise achievements in helping people, animals and the environment.
*Health and safety Guidelines need to be adhered to when completing these missions. Please wear gloves and wash
hands when looking for hedgehog evidence, picking up rubbish etc.
It is your responsibility to ensure students follow correct guidelines after risk assessments have been completed.

Hedgehog Mission
Hedgehog Challenge Activity 2 - Rubbish
What eﬀect does rubbish have on the environment and wildlife?
This activity is part of the hedgehog activities of which there are 5.
This mission is to encourage you to take care of animals (specifically the
hedgehog), people and the environment.
At this time the Hedgehog population is decreasing at a
phenomenal rate and they need your help. Let’s make a diﬀerence together.
Step One - What eﬀect does rubbish have on the environment and the wildlife in
your area? Show how the rubbish around you impacts on hedgehogs.
Step Two - Do a rubbish pick around you area. Invite your school or classes to
join you on a rubbish pick.
*Please remember to always gloves when picking up rubbish and wash your hands afterwards
You could borrow all the equipment from Rubbish Friends and get your friends
involved. Take photos of your rubbish pick for your display
Step Three - Present your findings in an eye-catching way using photos, charts,
pictures etc
We would love to see some of your work please #Hedgehogmission & tag us
🦔 face book https://www.facebook.com/hedgehogfriendlytown/
🦔 Twitter Hedgehogfriendlytown (@Hedgehogfriend3): https://twitter.com/Hedgehogfriend3?s=09
🦔 Instagram @hedgehogfriendlytown. https://instagram.com/download/?r=2934631672

Please sign up to the Roots and Shoots site and upload evidence of your work to them
https://www.rootsnshoots.org.uk/you may even win one of Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots
Awards that recognise achievements in helping people, animals and the environment.
*Health and safety Guidelines need to be adhered to when completing these missions. Please wear gloves and
wash hands when looking for hedgehog evidence, picking up rubbish etc.
It is your responsibility to ensure students follow correct guidelines after risk assessments have been completed.

Hedgehog Mission
Hedgehog Challenge Activity 3 - Wild Area
Are there any wild areas near you?
This activity is part of the hedgehog activities of which there are 5.
This mission is to encourage you to take care of animals (specifically the
hedgehog), people and the environment.
At this time the Hedgehog population is decreasing at a phenomenal rate and
they need your help. Let’s make a diﬀerence together.
Step One - Look around your area and find somewhere that could be left wild or
is already wild and make it a suitable place for Hedgehog to live. What are the
dangers for hedgehogs? (Ponds ,slug pellets etc) Why are they dangerous?
What can be done to help make their habitat’s more suitable? Why might an area
be unsuitable for Hedgehogs? Are there any type of plants or features that would
be good for hedgehogs? Could you plant or provide some?
Step Two - make a wild area or improve the one you have by adding some of the
features or plants you have discovered .for example make a log pile
Step Three - Present your findings in an eye-catching way using photos, charts,
pictures etc and put on a display.
We would love to see some of your work please #Hedgehogmission & tag us
🦔 face book https://www.facebook.com/hedgehogfriendlytown/
🦔 Twitter Hedgehogfriendlytown (@Hedgehogfriend3): https://twitter.com/Hedgehogfriend3?s=09
🦔 Instagram @hedgehogfriendlytown. https://instagram.com/download/?r=2934631672

Please sign up to the Roots and Shoots site and upload evidence of your work to them
https://www.rootsnshoots.org.uk/you may even win one of Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots
Awards that recognise achievements in helping people, animals and the environment.
*Health and safety Guidelines need to be adhered to when completing these missions. Please wear gloves and
wash hands when looking for hedgehog evidence, picking up rubbish etc.
It is your responsibility to ensure students follow correct guidelines after risk assessments have been completed.

Hedgehog Mission
Hedgehog Challenge Activity 4 - Food
What do Hedgehogs eat ?
This activity is part of the hedgehog activities of which there are 5.
This mission is to encourage you to take care of animals (specifically the
hedgehog), people and the environment.
At this time the Hedgehog population is decreasing at a phenomenal rate and
they need your help. Let’s make a diﬀerence together.
Step One - Find out what foods hedgehogs eat naturally in the wild ? If they
have to be taken into a rescue centre what food are they given then ? What
foods could you put out for them in your garden or school ?
Step Two - Set up a feeding station. Would other animals eat the food you
put out for the hedgehogs?
Step Three - Present your findings in an eye-catching way using photos,
charts, pictures etc.
We would love to see some of your work please #Hedgehogmission & tag us
🦔 face book https://www.facebook.com/hedgehogfriendlytown/
🦔 Twitter Hedgehogfriendlytown (@Hedgehogfriend3): https://twitter.com/Hedgehogfriend3?s=09
🦔 Instagram @hedgehogfriendlytown. https://instagram.com/download/?r=2934631672

Please sign up to the Roots and Shoots site and upload evidence of your work to them
https://www.rootsnshoots.org.uk/you may even win one of Jane Goodall’s Roots &
Shoots Awards that recognise achievements in helping people, animals and the
environment.
*Health and safety Guidelines need to be adhered to when completing these missions. Please wear gloves
and wash hands when looking for hedgehog evidence, picking up rubbish etc.
It is your responsibility to ensure students follow correct guidelines after risk assessments have been
completed.

Hedgehog Mission
Hedgehog Challenge Activity 5 - Nests
Hedgehogs sleep in the day because they are nocturnal. What do they sleep in and
where do they sleep?
This activity is part of the hedgehog activities of which there are 5.
This mission is to encourage you to take care of animals (specifically the
hedgehog), people and the environment.
At this time the Hedgehog population is decreasing at a phenomenal rate and they
need your help. Let’s make a diﬀerence together.
Step One - What materials do you think Hedgehogs make their nests with?What
kind of areas do they like to build them in .
Step Two - Make or provide the necessary materials for a Hedgehog to make a
house with or make a nest box for them.
Step Three - Present your findings in an eye-catching way using photos, charts,
pictures etc
We would love to see some of your work please #Hedgehogmission & tag us
🦔 face book https://www.facebook.com/hedgehogfriendlytown/
🦔 Twitter Hedgehogfriendlytown (@Hedgehogfriend3): https://twitter.com/Hedgehogfriend3?s=09
🦔 Instagram @hedgehogfriendlytown. https://instagram.com/download/?r=2934631672

Please sign up to the Roots and Shoots site and upload evidence of your work to them
https://www.rootsnshoots.org.uk/you may even win one of Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots
Awards that recognise achievements in helping people, animals and the environment.
*Health and safety Guidelines need to be adhered to when completing these missions. Please wear gloves and wash
hands when looking for hedgehog evidence, picking up rubbish etc.
It is your responsibility to ensure students follow correct guidelines after risk assessments have been completed.

Hedgehog Mission
Use the links below to diﬀerent web sites to help you on your
mission.
http://www.hedgehogfriendlytown.co.uk/about/
https://bighedgehogmap.org/
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/
https://www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/
http://www.valewildlife.org.uk/
https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/
https://littlesilverhedgehog.com/2018/11/16/how-to-discover-if-youhave-hedgehogs-visiting/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/
XkwSbqnWqXvH4jQf2WpXvz/springwatch-wild-academy
https://www.biodiversityinschools.com/uploads/6/2/6/2/6262929/
mammal_tunnel.pdf

*Health and safety Guidelines need to be adhered to when completing these missions.
Please wear gloves and wash hands when looking for hedgehog evidence, picking up
rubbish etc.
It is your responsibility to ensure students follow correct guidelines after risk assessments
have been completed.
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Spotted some poo?
Break it apart with a stick to get a
closer look.

Deer
Look for smooth, shiny, dark pellets that are
a bit pointy at one end. Deer regurgitate and
chew their food twice before full digestion
(rumination).

Rabbit and Hare
Keep your eyes peeled for little
round balls of poo, which are
yellowy-brown or green and
full of grassy fibres.

Otter
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Otter poo is called spraint, and
it usually contains fish bones,
feathers, seeds and berries.
Find it on rocks and the riverbank.

Hedgehog

Hedgehog poo is dark brown-grey
or black, and can be up to 5cm long.
If you look carefully, you might spot
beetles and the ends of worms!

Fox
Fox poo is a bit like dog poo, but it
can be a bit pointy at one end and
full of fur, feathers, tiny bones,
seeds and berries.

Badger
Badgers poo in shallow pits called ‘latrines’. The poo
is usually firm and sausage-shaped, but if it’s sloppy,
they’ve been eating lots of worms – yuk!
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Feel free to copy and share this for personal and educational use –
and don’t forget there are loads more brilliant activities to download on our website!
woodlandtrust.org.uk/naturedetectives | 0330 333 5301 | naturedetectives@woodlandtrust.org.uk
Search for ‘nature detectives’ |

#NatureDetectives

© Made in 2015 by the Woodland Trust (registered charity nos 294344 and SC038885)
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3x Sides
300 x 200mm

1x Front
300 x 200mm

104 x 125mm
entrance hole
4x Tunnel
300 x 100mm

Is a hedgehog at home?

1x Internal Wind Break
200 x 200mm

wind
break

Lightly wedge a twig diagonally
across the tunnel entrance. If it’s
dislodged the next morning, and it
isn’t hibernation season, it’s likely
that you have a resident hedgehog!

Clean out your hedgehog box in early April if it
isn’t occupied. Remove any bedding, wash the
box out with boiling water and leave it outside
to dry naturally.
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7. Do not use creosote or
any other form of wood
treatment as this may
be harmful to your new
residents.

6. Screw the four tunnel sides
together along their longest
sides to make a square
tube.

5. Screw the top to the
hinges.

4. Take the two hinges and
screw them to one of the
sides, 40mm in from each
corner.

3. Position the windbreak
120mm from the entrance
and secure in place by
screwing through the base
and one of the sides.

2. Screw the base in place.

1. Take the three side panels
and the front panel and
screw them together along
their short sides, making
sure that the entrance hole
is open to the bottom.

Let’s build it!
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Top view

tunnel

hedgehog
home

fence or wall

entrance

south

How to look after your hedgehog house

2x Lid and Base
300 x 300mm

Make a wooden Hedgehog House
12mm thick plywood (see cutting list).
Hammer, saw and screwdriver.
Approx 40 wood screws or nails.
2x long metal hinges for the lid (optional).
A pencil and ruler.

Tool kit
•
•
•
•
•

Where to put your hedgehog house
Place your hedgehog home on the ground,
in a quiet spot of your garden against a wall
or fence, within 5m of your home. If you put
food out for hedgehogs, locate your box away
from the feeding area. Ensure there are leaves
nearby or inside for your hedgehog to use as
bedding, or otherwise use pet hay.

Illustration © Ceri Thomas 2018

www.helpforhedgehogs.co.uk
© 2018 Warwickshire Wildlife Trust
Warwickshire Wildlife Trust is a registered charity (Number 209200)
and a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England, Number 582247.
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Look closely at the number and position of the
toes and the shapes that each print is made of to
help you. Good luck!

Fr

Rat

Hedgehog footprints are really
easy to identify. Most simply
recognised by their hand-like
shape, hedgehog prints often
have a very clear ‘thumb’; a
single toe print which sticks
out at a 45° angle to the rest.
Adult hedgehogs leave prints
about the size of a 50p.
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Rat prints are a similar
shape to smaller rodents,
but they can be as large
as hedgehog prints.
Remember to look out
for the distinctive front
footprint made up of
seven very round dots.
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Cat

Cats often leave behind other marks
on the paper, the swipe of a long tail or
furry paws dipped in ink leave dappled
or sweeping prints like the tail print to
the right.

Bird

Badgers have a very
large print with five
forward facing toes. The
central pad is very broad,
usually as wide as all five
of the toes. You often
also see marks made by
the badger’s claws.

Fr

Small rodents, like wood mice
are regular visitors to footprint
tunnels. Look out for lots of
very small footprints made up
of tiny round dots. Front paws
are quite clearly made of seven
dots in a symmetrical pattern.
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Cats leave very distinctive prints,
four forward facing toes, with very
little space between the toes and main
footprint. At the heel of a cat print there
is a clear downward curve. Dogs and
foxes have an upward curve, this is a
really useful way to help to tell them
apart.
t
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Ca

t
on

Bac
k

Fr

t
on

OG

REA
TA
N

Identify
Footprints

HEDG
EH

The footprints shown on this guide are life size
so you can compare them directly with the prints
that you’ve collected to help you figure out which
animals have visited your tunnel.

To...
Hedgehog How

Newts leave small, pointy,
webbed prints with up to
five toes visible in a 180°
arc. You can sometimes see
round marks left by the tips
of the toes.

Birds leave groups of
prints with three toes
facing forward and a
single print in the centre
at the back. They can
be a variety of diﬀerent
sizes, ranging from small
robin prints to the larger
blackbird.

Badger

Newt

Fox
Foxes have an excellent sense of smell
and so are fairly regular visitors to
footprint tunnels. Their prints have
four forward facing toes, often with
claw marks above them. There is quite
a large space between the fox’s pad and
the toes. If you have a fox print, you
should be able to draw a straight line
between the four toe prints, without any of the toes crossing
the line; shown by the blue dashed line on the illustration.

Toads leave peculiar prints, often
described as ‘spidery’, their prints
are a complex series of blotches
arranged in roughly star shaped
groups. You can imagine the toad
sitting with feet together and toes
spreading out in either direction
as indicated by the green lines
opposite.

Squirrel
Dog

Another useful trick to separate fox and dog prints is to
draw a cross in the space between the prints, shown with
the red dashed lines above. In a fox print you can draw a
cross without touching any of the print, however in the
dog print the cross will touch.

Squirrel prints have
a similar shape to
other rodents, with
a symmetrical set
of four or five round
toe prints visible
above a long foot pad.
Squirrel prints are
noticeably larger and
longer than rat prints,
owing to their large,
tree climbing feet.

Ba

Dog prints are similar to fox with
four forward facing toes and
often claw marks. There are some
clear ways to tell the diﬀerence
between the two: If you draw a
straight line between the four
toes of a dog footprint, the line
will be crossed by the front two
toes; as illustrated by the yellow
dashed line opposite.
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ID Tips
Looking at the size of prints compared to others can be a really
useful way to help you to identify them. But remember that you
might see prints from very big cats, very small dogs or perhaps
very young animals like hoglets. Always look at the shape of the

footprint as well as its size to help you figure out which animal left it
behind. To find other information about footprint tunnels and how
they can be used, download our Very Useful Hedgehog Conservation
Information: www.helpforhedgehogs.co.uk

© 2018 Warwickshire Wildlife Trust
Warwickshire Wildlife Trust is a registered charity (Number 209200)
and a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England, Number 582247.
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What you will need:
1 footprint tunnel
Hedgehog food or meaty cat/dog food
10 sheets of A4 white paper
8 brass paper fasteners
1 small, shallow dish for food
1 small square sponge
1 jam jar
Fine carbon or graphite powder
Vegetable oil
4 tent pegs (optional)

A4 paper

Paper
fasteners

The Tracking Plate

Hedgehog
Food

Date
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Your garden survey can take place at any time between April and October and should last for five
consecutive nights. The aim is to draw hedgehogs into a tunnel using hedgehog food as bait. Once inside
the tunnel their paws will get covered in an ink mixture and as they exit paw prints will be left behind on
white A4 paper inside the tunnel.
1. Prepare your tunnel
Inside your jam jar mix up a 1:1 solution of charcoal
powder and vegetable oil. Take the tracking plate
out of the tunnel and use the sponge to apply a
2mm thick layer of the charcoal mix to the masking
tape strips. Write the date on two pieces of paper
and use paper fasteners to attach one sheet to
each end of the tracking plate, piercing the plastic
if necessary. Add hedgehog food to the bowl and
place in the centre of the tracking plate. Carefully
put the tracking plate back into the tunnel

2. Position your tunnel
Your tunnel should be placed lengthways along an
edge in your garden. The entrance and exit should
be lying flat against the ground to allow the easiest
possible access. If you want to anchor your tunnel
to the ground, use tent pegs to do so.

3. Survey
Leave the tunnel
overnight and
return to check it in
the morning. Take
out the tracking
plate, remove the
paper and replace
it with fresh
sheets. Replenish
the supply of food.

Hedge hog in tun nel, 201

6

If you have recorded footprints use an ID guide to
identify the animals which have left their mark.
Repeat your survey for 4 more nights and use the
table overleaf to keep track of your results.

Masking Tape
© 2018 Warwickshire Wildlife Trust
Warwickshire Wildlife Trust is a registered charity (Number 209200)
and a company limited by guarantee. Registered in England, Number 582247.
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Footprint
Survey

In the summer months hedgehogs wander far and
wide, through gardens, parks and green spaces
of all shapes and sizes to find the food, shelter
and mates that they need to thrive. Discovering
whether hedgehogs are using your garden is easy,
fun and a fantastic way to engage your family in
hedgehog conservation, whilst being outdoors.
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To...
Hedgehog How

Footprints Recorded? Bait Taken?

Illustration © Ceri Thomas 2018

Notes

Identification:

How to identify
your prints
The hand-like prints
shown
below were
made by a
hedgehog. Use
our “Hedgehog
How To... Identify
Footprints” sheet
to identify any
other animals that
have visited your
tunnel. Available to
download

1
Identification:

2
Identification:

3
Identification:

4

www.
helpforhedgehogs.
co.uk

Identification:

5
What to do now?
If you have a hedgehog visiting your
garden, try to find out how they get
in and out. Talk to your neighbours
so that the hedgehog’s route of
travel is kept open.
To record the presence of a
hedgehog and any holes that it
uses to access your garden visit
BigHedgehogMap.org

To become a Hedgehog Champion,
visit HedgehogStreet.org where
you will find tools to help you
champion the hedgehog’s cause in
your street or neighbourhood.
If you weren’t lucky enough
to record a hedgehog, see our
“Hedgehog How To... Open up
your Garden to Hedgehogs” for
hints and tips that might help.

Important Health and Safety
Always wash your hands after touching
the tunnel. Many small mammals will
be in and out of your tunnel. They may
leave urine and faeces behind which
can be harmful to humans. Rodents
can carry Weil’s disease so please
wash hands thoroughly before eating,
drinking or smoking.

What do hedgehogs eat?

June

Crane fly larvae;
Scarab beetles

July

Aug ust
Scarab beetles

Scarab beetles;
Slugs; Earwigs

Septemb er

Scarab beetles;
Slugs;
Millipedes;
Earwigs

Octo ber

They are
at ground level that are inactive.
Hedgehogs mostly eat invertebrates
ll mammals,
and will sometimes eat eggs, sma
opportunistic omnivores though
ller slugs
to 10% of their diet comprises sma
chicks, frogs, flies and carrion. Up
tend to
a great method of pest control! They
(and sometimes snails) so they are
Lactating
a digestive rest period in between.
eat in two sittings each night, with
h food!
females will need to eat 3x as muc
May

© Ceri Thomas 2018

April
Weevils

Ground beetles;
Crane fly larvae

Earthworms

Farms with well maintained
hedgerows, field margins,
beetle banks and mixed
pasture and arable crops will
be better for hedgehogs than
vast monocultural deserts.
Reduced ploughing on farms
can increase earthworms and
reduce soil compaction and
farming organically can hugely
increase invertebrate prey.
Reduced chemical use on
amenity land is also important
and limiting rodenticides too.
Rodenticides might be causing
our hedgehogs harm because
they stay around once the
animal has died and make their
way into the food chain.

Boosting food in the
wider landscape:

burrow
are drought conditions, worms will
ce, packed full of calories. When there
e.g. earwigs,
Earthworms are a favoured food sour
may switch to other food sources
s will find it hard to access them so
earthworms!
deeper underground and hedgehog
UK garden could have over 15,000
habitat for earthworms - the average
beetles. Gardens are an important
tify the worms in your garden.
ature.org/soilsurvey to find and iden
Head to https://www.opalexploren

Caterpillars

garden:

in your garden:

Putting out food
They do not rely on this
ty cat or dog food (not fish-based).
You can also put out food e.g. a mea
rs in the autumn trying
nt, but can particularly help youngste
extra food, it is used as a suppleme
vertebrate food, perhaps
gsters have been found to eat more
to fatten up for winter. These youn
s mostly get fluid from
d at getting invertebrates. Hedgehog
because they are not yet very skille
be helpful, particularly in
water or moist food put out can
their prey but a shallow saucer of
and only use mealworms
d and milk can make them poorly
hot weather. Remember that brea
als from eating the food...
feeding station to deter other anim
sparingly! You can make your own
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typically shine with insect remnants
beetle exoskeletons.

© 2018 Warwickshire Wildlife Trust
red charity (Number 209200)
Warwickshire Wildlife Trust is a registe
7.
Registered in England, Number 58224
and a company limited by guarantee.

www.helpforhedgehogs.co.uk

© Deborah Wright 2018

